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WOMEN AS THE STRONGER SEX
Q.   Is not non-resistance submission to the strong ?

A. Passive resistance is regarded as the weapon of
the weak, but the resistance for which I had to coin a new
name altogether is the weapon of the strongest. I had to
coin a new word to signify what I meant. But its matchless
beauty lies in the fact that, though it is the weapon of
the strongest, it can be wielded by the weak in body, by
the aged, and even by the children if they have stout
hearts. And since resistance in satyagraha is offered
through self-suffering, it is a weapon pre-eminently open
to women. We found last year that women in India, in
many instances, surpassed their brothers in sufferings and
the two played a noble part in the campaign. For, the
idea of self-suffering became contagious and they embarked
upon amazing acts of self-denial Supposing that the
women and the children of Europe became fired with the
love of humanity, they would take the men by storm and
reduce militarism to nothingness in an incredibly short
time. The underlying idea is that women, children and
others have the same soul, the same potentiality. The
question is one of drawing out the limitless power of truth.

Young India, 14-l-'32
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